Ruth H. Johnson

June 30, 1922 - May 24, 2017

Ruth H. Johnson, 94, of Elizabethtown, PA, formerly of Altoona and Mount
Joy, PA passed peacefully away on Wednesday, May 24, 2017 at Masonic
Village Health Care Center after a brief illness. Born in Oakmont, PA, she was
the daughter of the late Earl J. and Anna (Hauth) Haverstick and wife of the
late Robert G. Johnson Sr., who passed away May 25,1994. They were
married for 48 years.

Ruth graduated from Altoona High School in 1940 and Gettysburg College in
1944 with a BA in Chemistry. While there, she was a member and officer of
Chi Omega Sorority, Lit and News editor of the Gettysburgian, and active in
Vespers Choir. She worked briefly as a chemist for Armstrong Cork Co. in
Lancaster during WWII engaged in research for synthetic rubber. Upon
marrying, she returned to Altoona and was a bookkeeper for Jacob Motor Co.
After securing her teacher certification, she taught second grade at Pleasant
Valley Elementary School for 27 years until retirement in 1987. In 1987, she
was nominated for PA teacher of the year. In 1993, she received the YWCA
"Most Outstanding Woman of the Year" award. Long devoted to civic and
professional endeavors, she was active in the Altoona Adult Literacy Program,
"Serve Our Schools Committee”, Altoona Woman's Club, Altoona Symphony
League, Blair County Arts Foundation and the Woman's League of Gettysburg
College. She was awarded membership in Phi Delta Kappa and Alpha Delta
Kappa International Honors Societies for outstanding educators.



Family, church, and community were the focus of her life. Ruth was a former
member of Christ Second Lutheran Church in Altoona where she was active
in Church Council and as a Sunday school teacher. Later she became a
member of St. Mark's United Methodist Church, Mount Joy and was involved
in Dorcas Society, Link, Christian Women, Travelers, and small group. Most
recently, she was active in Sell Chapel at the Masonic Villages.

Ruth is survived and greatly missed by a son Dr. Robert G. Johnson Jr. and
spouse Dr. Margaret Liu of Lafayette, CA, a daughter Dr. Janice R. Johnson
and spouse Dr. Edward Kassab of Mount Joy, five grandchildren Christine
Houston Kassab and spouse Sarah, Dr. Emily Kassab, Laura Kassab, and
Matthew and Ariana Johnson and 2 great grandchildren. In addition to her
husband and parents Ruth was preceded in death by a sister Alice Louise.

Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Ruth's Memorial & Life
Celebration Service at St. Mark's United Methodist Church, 27 East Main
Street, Mount Joy, PA with the Rev. Timothy Smith officiating on Friday, July
21,2017 at 11:30 am. The family will receive friends at St. Mark's Church from
10:30 am till the time of service. Interment will be private at Alto Rest
Cemetery, Altoona PA. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made
to St. Mark's Faith Factory Learning Center Scholarship Fund, 37 East Main
Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552 or Altoona Area School District (AASD)
Foundation 1415 6th Avenue Altoona, PA 16602 or Masonic Villages at
Elizabethtown, Masonic Village Office of Gift Planning, One Masonic Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022.



Tribute Wall

Dear Robert and Margaret, and Jan and Edward, What a lucky
woman Ruth was to have had all of you in her life, and to have had
you, Jan, with her as she moved on to her next adventure. | can
only imagine how you must miss her. You all certainly gave her a lot
of joy while she was here among all of us. Blessings and prayers as
you adjust to her new presence in your lives as a loving
memory.With sympathy,Nancy Henderson

Nancy Henderson - July 16, 2017 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathy to the family. May you find comfort in God's
word the Bible at Revelation 21:3,4.

L Gray - July 15, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Dear Haverstick Cousins,On behalf of my family | offer our deepest
condolences on the loss of your mother and grandmother. She was
my grandfather Victor Haverstick's sister-in-law, and my mother,
Frances Myers' first cousin. | remember visiting with Mom sometime
before Earl died. It was especially meaningful to me, having lost my
grandfather a few years earlier. Earl looked a lot like him then, and |
enjoyed meeting him, this my first time, | think. | know that Mom
thought highly of Ruth, and their connection and correspondence
over their lives meant much to her. Mom and Dad both died in 2015,
at 91 and 92, respectively. My heart goes out to you all; may your
memories comfort you. I'll be in touch.Sincerely,Susan

Susan Myers - July 13, 2017 at 12:00 AM



Ruth was a wonderful person and teacher. | was privileged to work
with Ruth as a fellow teacher at Pleasant Valley. | remember Ruth's
sunny smile and personality. | was very impressed by her
background, her dedication to her students, and by her love of her
family.. We, in the Altoona Area School District, were fortunate to
have her teach our students.

Mary Lou Ray - June 12, 2017 at 12:00 AM

I was sorry to read of Ruth's passing in today's Altoona Mirror. What
an impressive obituary and list of accomplishments. Before | was
hired as the AASD Director of Public Relations, | taught in the
elementary schools for 15 1/2 years and knew of Ruth's outstanding
ability as a second grade teacher. | always looked forward to seeing
her at our annual retiree dinners during American Education Week. |
am so pleased Ruth (and you family members) suggested memorial
donations to the AASD Foundation. THANK YOU! Paula Foreman
will send you a complete list of donors. Tom BradleyRetired
Executive Director-AASD Foundation

Tom Bradley - June 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Dear Bob and Jan, It is with great sadness that | learned of your
mother's passing. She was a remarkable woman and a wonderful
friend of my parents, Virginia and Leonard Kelly. They maintained
their friendship across distance and years and | was happy to visit
with Ruth several times in Mount Joy. | share this loss with you and
wish you comfort in remembering happy and loving memories of her
long and beautiful life. In sympathy, Terry Kelly Dunn

Terry Kelly Dunn - June 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM



