
Richard I. Moritz
September 7, 1932 - February 25, 2025

Richard I. Moritz of Masonic Village, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania formerly of
Cortlandt 

 Manor, New York passed away peacefully after a long battle with Lewy body
dementia 

 At the Evergreen Hospice Center on Februry 25, 2025. 
 

The only son of Margaret Fener Moritz and Sidney S. Moritz was born in New
York City on September 7, 1932. 

 

Always a free thinker, a non-conformist rebel with a cause. That cause being
true to his beliefs and not going with the flow if he didn’t feel it was right or
just. 

He is survived by his loving and devoted wife Carolan, his nephew Robert F.
Magnoli(Darlene) his niece Carolan Magnoli Prisco (Matthew) great niece
Reese Prisco, nephew Eddie Prisco, niece Olivia Magnoli. 

 

Richard attended schools in Manhattan. And before his stint in the U.S. Air
Force he graduated from Teterboro School of Aeronautics where he had and
maintained for many years his Aircraft and Aircraft Engine Mechanic degree.
While in the service during the Korean conflict he furthered his career in
aviation by becoming a Flight Engineer as part of the Strategic Air Command,



the Air Force elite. He never lost his interest or enthusiasm for flying or for
anything mechanical, especially his cars. 

 

After leaving the Air Force he attended Farleigh Dickinson College in New
Jersey receiving an Associate in Arts and a Bachelor of Science degree. He
subsequently attended and received his degree in Dental Surgery at Case
Western Reserve in Cleveland, Ohio in 1964. 

 

He practiced dentistry for 28 years, 25 in Peekskill, New York years retiring at
the age of 60 in 1992. 

 

He had numerous and varied interests including his five day work outs at the
Premier Health club, skating on weekends and Holidays at Hessian Lake
Figure Skating Club, where he was one of few “speed skaters”. He at one time
was a firearms consultant for the Cortlandt Police Department, together with
his good friend ( Bob) Robert L.Pavone, former Chief of Police. 

 

Among his other interests he was an avid photographer, first taking pictures
with his 2 1/4 
x 3 1/4 graflex camera with his Uncle Teddy and Dad as teachers. It was his
parents good influence that instilled his numerous interests, first in swimming,
tennis, target shooting, snow 
And water skiing and speed skating. 

 

His kind and gentle touch and his way with caring and treating his many
patients, especially 

 His way with children was outstanding. He was among the first to “don a
surgical mask” long before it was the normal practice to his having a small
notice in the reception room explaining 

 Why he used one, that and surgical gloves. Through that or inspite of that his
voice alone had the children recognizing his voice his stories to keep the



children relaxed was legend in the then small town of Peekskill. To the end of
his long life many of his former patients became life long friends. 

Although he willingly admitted he was hesitant to “get married” he said the
best decision he 

 Made was to marry his sweetheart his chickie, his soul mate, partner, wife
Carolan(Carol) 

 Even in the last days of his life he was concerned for her well being keeping
safe. He enjoyed her culinary skills and referred to her as “chef” not cook. 

He enjoyed sailing with his buddies, Alan, Eddie, Joel, Dieter, Jerry where
they all spent many enjoyable hours on the Hudson River. 

May he swim in beautiful lakes, sail the oceans with his buddies, swim with his
dad in his own private pool take walks with his mother making her laugh and
giggle like only he could , enjoy gourmet meals and have a cup of his favorite
Keenum tea or Rhine wine. 

At Richard’s specific request there will be no funeral service and he will be
cremated with his 

 Ashes interred at Indian Gap military cemetary. 

There will be a celebration of a life well lived in the Spring of 2025.
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Weinbergers - March 07, 2025 at 03:14 PM

Richard & Carol were our “backyard” neighbors. They swam
together every day possible, lunched on the porch, gardened
together and all while obviously enjoying each other’s company.
They were wonderful neighbors. We miss them. 
 
Richard was a kind and intelligent man, a pleasure to be around. He
was a true gentleman. 
 
Miriam & David Weinberger 
Cortlandt Manor NY

Robert Pavone - February 28, 2025 at 09:47 PM

Carol, the whole Pavone clan sends our deepest condolences. You
and “Doc” may have started out as simply part of our dental care
routine but you quickly became a part of our family. I will always
remember the conversations with Doc about firearms, law
enforcement and many other topics that he always seemed to be
well versed in. He will be remembered as a good man, good friend
and the most tactical dentist I ever knew.

Louise Metzel - February 27, 2025 at 09:02 AM

Dr. Richard Moritz…an intelligent, quick witted, caring, gentle, good
hearted, insightful, loving husband and honorable man. It was a
blessing to know him. 

 Louise Rebman Metzel
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Andrew Pavone - February 26, 2025 at 08:06 PM

Richard Moritz was indeed one of the finest human beings I have
ever known. I first met Richard as my childhood dentist. Little did I
know, he would remain part of mine and my family's life from that
time, forward. Family parties, barbecues, weddings,
communions...Richard and Carol were the first there, and the last to
leave. An event was not complete without the Moritz's. Richard was
an accomplished dentist, avid photographer and firearms
enthusiast. His eyes would light up when we spoke about the latest
and greatest pistol or rifle, and he would take the opportunity to
impart his tremendous knowledge of the hobby and sport. Richard
lived a full life. One of purpose and drive. He will be missed by all
who knew him, but he leaves behind a legacy of kindness, wisdom,
knowledge and love. Rest easy, Richard, aka: Dr. Moritz. You won't
be forgotten. - AJP

RS
Rich Snow - February 27, 2025 at 04:47 PM

Could not agree more! What a unique guy! And what a pair!!!! Will be
missed
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Frank W Streng - February 27, 2025 at 04:56 PM

I am so saddened to hear about Rich's death. My relationship with Rich
started at the Premier Athletic Club (in NY), in which Rich was a very
active member. He sometimes would be the first person at the club
when it opened (then at 5:30 am). Rich was simply one of the kindest
and gentlest persons I have ever known. My deepest condololences to
Carol.
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Robert Pavone - February 28, 2025 at 09:32 PM

Carol, the whole Pavone clan sends our deepest condolences. You
and “Doc” may have started out as simply part of our dental care
routine but you quickly became a part of our family. I will always
remember the conversations with Doc about firearms, law enforcement
and many other topics that he always seemed to be well versed in. He
will be remembered as a good man, good friend and the most tactical
dentist I ever knew.
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Maria Modica-Snow - March 03, 2025 at 02:19 PM

I have to agree with everyone above. I, too, met Richard at Premier
Athletic Club and then would see him and Carol at Frank Streng’s
(above) annual parties; that was where I got to know Carol. But my
funniest memory, which made RIchard laugh when I told him, is when I
was at the gym and a few women were talking about him-“you know
him, he’s a pilot”. “No he’s not, he’s a photographer”, I replied with “no
he’s not, he’s a dentist.” And then I learned he was all of those things!
In addition to being a wonderful man, kind, gentle, funny, he was
brilliant in such diverse areas and careers. He will be missed..


