
Harold W. Billow
December 28, 1922 - May 17, 2022

Harold W. Billow, 99, of Mount Joy and last known survivor of the Malmedy
Massacre passed away on Tuesday, May 17, 2022. Born in Millersburg, PA,
he was the son of the late Jacob N. and Mary A. (Reisch) Billow. Harold was
the husband of the late Vera (Waller) Billow who passed away on November
28, 2008. Harold is survived by a son, Gary A. Billow, husband of Cheryl (Cox)
Billow of Mount Joy; three grandchildren, Chad Hohenwarter, husband of Nikki
of Lancaster, Gwen Wagner, wife of Chris of Mount Joy, and Joel Billow of
Elizabethtown; and great granddaughter, Emily Hohenwarter. He was
preceded in death by a daughter, Kathleen Hohenwarter; two brothers, Carl
and Levi Billow; and a sister, Eleanor Billow. 

 Harold moved to Mount Joy in 1928 and lived here his entire life. He worked
at the former box factory until he was drafted into the United States Army in
1943. Harold retired from the former AMP, Inc, in 1985 after 34 years of
service. He was a dedicated member and Trustee of Trinity EC Church of
Mount Joy, a life member of VFW Post 5752, Mount Joy, American Legion
Post 185, Mount Joy, Fire Department Mount Joy, and a member of American
Legion Post 466, Marietta, as well as a Member of the Veterans of the Battle
of the Bulge. 

 In 1943 during the Second World War, he was drafted into the United States
Army. He trained as a “flash and sound” technician at Camp Gruber,
Oklahoma and Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and was later attached to Battery B of the
285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. In August 1944, he shipped



overseas and landed on Omaha Beach. 
The story of his heroism during the last-ditch German offensive at the Battle of
the Bulge on December 16, 1944 is legendary. The following day there was
eight inches of snow on the ground and the temperature was 20 degrees.
Harold was among 120 American soldiers who were captured by the SS
Waffen under the command of Colonel Joachim Peiper. Instead of transferring
the soldiers to a POW camp, they were lined up and the Waffen SS opened
fire; over 80 died but Harold fell down, and laid still. As the German Command
shot the survivors, he heard another soldier yell "Let’s get the Hell out of
here.” Harold got up and ran and headed for a nearby house. Recognizing
that this was not a safe haven, he headed towards the hedge rows, and ran
from hedge row to hedge row while under enemy fire until he ran into the US
30th Armored Division arriving in the area. Harold Billow was the last known
survivor of the Malmedy Massacre. 

 A funeral service honoring Harold’s life will be held at Florin Church of the
Brethren, 815 Bruce Avenue, Mount Joy, PA 17552 on Wednesday, May 25,
2022 at 11 AM. Family and friends will be received at the Sheetz Funeral
Home, Inc., 16 East Main Street, Mount Joy on Tuesday, May 24, 2022 from 5
PM to 8 PM and again on Wednesday at the church from 10 AM to 11 AM.
Interment will be at Indiantown Gap National Cemetery on Thursday, May 26,
2022 at 930 AM. To join a formal procession honoring Harold’s life and service
we will meet at the former Mount Joy Pool parking lot, 201 Fairview St, Mount
Joy, PA. The procession will leave promptly at 8 AM. For those not able to
attend the services at the cemetery, all are welcome to honor Harold's legacy
at a Ladder Truck Honor Crossing provided by members of Fire Department
Mount Joy and Elizabethtown Fire Department. The approximate arrival time
at Weis Markets on Orchard Avenue is 8:05 AM. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Trinity EC Church,
100 New Haven St, Mount Joy, PA 17552 or Fire Department Mount Joy, 111
New Haven St, Mount Joy, PA 17552.





Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 24. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Sheetz Funeral Home, Inc.
16 E Main St
Mount Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-5441
https://www.sheetzfuneralhome.com/

Visitation

MAY 25. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Florin Church of the Brethren
815 Bruce Avenue
Mount Joy, PA 17552

Funeral Service

MAY 25. 11:00 AM (ET)

Florin Church of the Brethren
815 Bruce Avenue
Mount Joy, PA 17552

Interment

MAY 26. 9:30 AM (ET)

Indiantown Gap National Cemetery
RR#2, Indiantown Gap Road Annville
Annville , PA 17003

https://www.sheetzfuneralhome.com/
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lily - September 15, 2025 at 01:28 AM

I don't know you. I am not even a US citizen. I saw a documentary
as I was trying to brush up my history knowledge. But all the way
from Malaysia, even though my country faced something different
during ww2, I'd like to thank you for your service. Thank you. May
you rest beautifully. God bless. And thank you for being strong and
brave.

Jae Matson - May 24, 2022 at 09:54 PM

Farewell Harold. It was a pleasure and an honor to have made your
acquaintance. Your smile and your laughter was infectious. You
traveled SO far from those fated snowy cross roads in Belgium so
long ago. Yet you did not leave the fallen behind. You carried them
in your heart and memory, and kept the story alive. As it had to be.
And now they await you. You lived a life well with grace and humor.
Salute. We will tell your story now.

dave rhoads - May 24, 2022 at 10:18 AM

My condolences to the family ,comrades and friends of Mr. Billows.
Thank you for your service, RIP. 

 Dave Rhoads PGR

Dave Presto - May 23, 2022 at 01:08 PM

Mr. Billow was always very friendly when I would run into him. I
always remember seeing him from time to time driving his classic
green convertible around Mount Joy.
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Maria Rosario - May 20, 2022 at 02:13 PM

I had the pleasure of taking care of this
extraordinary man Mr. Harold Billow his
stories about his life it was amazing to us
nurses on the Fulton unit ,the amount of pride
and love we felt for this Hero .

Dena & Joe Palacios - May 20, 2022 at 12:10 PM

Dena & Joe Palacios lit a candle in memory of
Harold W. Billow

DE
Dena - May 20, 2022 at 12:11 PM

I am sorry for your loss. Prayers for you and your family

Mary Huber - May 20, 2022 at 07:25 AM

Dear Family of Mr. Billow, 
I did not know this brave man, but just read his obituary in the LNP.
How proud you must be of this “soldier “ from the “Greatest
Generation “. He was a true patriot the likes, I’m afraid, we may
never see again. May he Rest In Peace and May your family take
solace in knowing he will be remembered as an American hero.

GF
George Ferris - May 26, 2022 at 10:44 AM

We, as veterans, stand and salute you this day. May you for ever be
remembered with pride.


