Emma Jane Beach
April 16, 1934 - April 19, 2026

Emma Jane Beach passed away on Sunday, April 19, 2026. She was born on
April 16, 1934, at home in Mount Joy on the site where the Milanof-Schock
Library now stands. She was the eldest daughter of Cornelius and Emma
Ruth Wisegarver. She was a graduate of Mount Joy High School in 1952, and
a graduate of Millersville State College in 1969 with a bachelor’s degree in
library science. She was married to Richard Beach from 1952 to 1972. She is
survived by three children, Kimberly Beach, Kathy (John) Morrison, and Keith
(Debra) Beach; four grandchildren, Matthew (Christy) Obetz, Kelsey (Tyler)
McCreight, Gregory (Caitlin) Obetz and Miranda (Christian Wolgemuth)
Beach; four great-grandchildren; and her sisters, Connie (James) Paul and
Sally (Craig) Byrd.

Jane attained her bachelor’s degree while her children were in school. She
began her library career as the Elizabethtown High School librarian. She then
went to Huth Engineers to create their first corporate library. Her success
there led to her being pursued by BMY (now BAE Systems), a defense
contractor in York, to establish their first corporate library. She retired from
there and retirement lasted just one year. She found herself once again
creating another corporate library - this time at Phillips Office Products. She
finally retired from there at age 82.

While her children were young, before she started college, she volunteered at
the Mount Joy Library on Main Street in Mount Joy. Once she attained her
degree, she became the librarian at that library. This was a part-time position



in addition to her work at Elizabethtown High School. She was then asked to
serve on the library’s Board of Directors. She was instrumental in the design
and building of the Milanof-Schock Library on the site where she had been
born.

Jane moved to an independent living apartment at Masonic Village in 2010
while still working. Another librarian on campus sought her out to ask if she’d
volunteer to manage the Grand Hall Lodge Library. Once again, she took on
the challenge and created a bright, vibrant library that residents found
delightful and useful. The large, dynamic group of volunteer library aides that
she developed continues even today, inspired by the vision Jane shared and
made reality.

Aside from her passion for libraries, Jane also served on the Mount Joy
Borough Authority, as a Brownie Leader, and as the pianist at St Mark’s
United Methodist Church. From the time she was young and attended church
camp in Mount Gretna, she loved spending time there with family, and it
became an annual week together that she cherished. She also loved taking
walks and riding bike with her lifelong friend, Pat Brooks Eichler.

A celebration of Jane’s life will take place on Wednesday, April 29, at the
Masonic Village, Brossman Ballroom of the Freemasons Cultural Center, 71
Freemason Drive, Elizabethtown, PA 17022. Family members will greet
guests from 1:00 — 1:30 pm. The Celebration program will begin at 1:30. The
family requests casual attire.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Milanof-Schock Library, 1184
Anderson Ferry Road, Mount Joy, PA 17552.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

APR 29. 1:30 AM (ET)

Brossman Ballroom
71 Freemason Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Visitation

APR 29. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (ET)

Brossman Ballroom
71 Freemason Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022



Tribute Wall

I’'m so very sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers about the
entire family. | always enjoyed our talks which always turned into
good laughs when she came in for her appointments. | always
looked forward to caring for her. | will always think of her when | pick
up a good book to read since she always asked me what | was
reading.

Alanna Watts ( LGH-IVU )

Alanna Watts - April 23 at 08:15 PM

Kim and family, | just learned of your mom’s passing and | am so sorry
for your loss. What a full life, though, she had here and gave of herself
to many. The blessing of this all is that she is eternally filled with joy
now and I’'m sure our Dad and she have already shared a few laughs.
She was a wonderful person and now is a beautiful angel. Linda
Grissinger

Linda Grissinger - April 24 at 03:52 PM

I’'m so very sorry for your loss. | really liked your mom. She
accomplished much in her short life! May God’s Blessings give you
peace and comfort. @

Nancy Leninger Price - April 23 at 01:15 AM

Kathy & Keith,
My heart is breaking for you. It's so hard to lose a parent. The
memories you made will eventually bring you great joy. You will

smile and laugh again. May God Bless you now in your time of
sadness. JJ,

Deborah (Evans) Stum - April 22 at 12:18 PM



Kim, Kathy & Keith,

My condolences on the passing of your mother. She was one of the
kindest and sweetest people | have ever had the privilege of
knowing. May her memory be a blessing.

Gary Albert

Gary Albert - April 22 at 07:38 AM

Kathy & Keith,

Please know that | am sending you my love and prayers at this difficult
time. It's hard to lose a parent. But the memories you had together will
stay with you forever! They will eventually bring you immense joy. May
God Bless you. J,

Deborah (Evans) Stum - April 22 at 12:05 PM

Miranda, Christian, Kim, Kathy and Kieth,

So sorry for your loss....She will live on in your hearts.
Sincerely,

Roxie Wolgemuth Sarroff

roxie wolgemuth sarroff - April 23 at 01:14 PM



