
Dorothy F. "Dottie" Metzler
May 31, 1941 - January 9, 2017

Dorothy F. Metzler, 75, of Mount Joy, best known as "Dottie" or the "Potato
Lady," passed away on Monday, January 9th 2017 after a brief illness.   Dottie
was born on May 31, 1941 in Macon, Georgia to Willie McKinnon and Alma
Burks. She was the loving wife of the late George H. Metzler who died in
1997. 

 

Dottie and her husband George began a potato brokerage business in the
mid-1990s known as Metzler Systems, Inc. Dottie very actively continued to
work in her business after George's death and until her death.  Dottie and her
husband raised many State Champion Polled Hereford cattle on their
"Salunga Acres Farm" in West Hempfield Township which was sold shortly
after George's death in order to focus on the potato business. 

 

She was a member of St. Mark's United Methodist Church of Mount Joy and
the Mount Joy Chamber of Commerce and provided potatoes for the annual
chicken barbecue. Dottie annually contributed generously to the Chamber
banquet.  For many years Dottie was active with the Elizabethtown Fair and
the Manheim Farm Show, always buying a steer to support 4H and FFA
students. Dottie was an honorary member of the Rotary Club of Mount Joy
and supplied potatoes for the "Fry Wagon." for over 16 years.  The Rotary
Club of Mount Joy recently established the Dorothy Metzler Humanitarian
Award in honor of her humanitarian works through the Rotary Foundation and



in the Mount Joy community. Always a generous and charitable person, it was
not uncommon for Dottie to go to K-Mart or other department stores and pay
the balance due on lay-away's for families to enjoy a Merry Christmas. Many
times, Dottie purchased numerous barbeque tickets and distributed them to
nursing homes or families in the community.  In addition, she always
contributed generously to the Mount Joy Food Bank/Helping Services and at
Christmas time purchased cases of fruit for distribution. 

 

A favorite past-time was a get-away to Atlantic City and numerous friends
were invited to go on these jaunts. Dottie had an upcoming trip planned and
unfortunately was unable to carry out that last get away.  Dottie was a
gracious hostess, loved to entertain and thoroughly enjoyed when friends
dropped in to visit. She was very thoughtful, fun loving, and had many friends
in the Mount Joy area and from the far South to the far North due to the
connections she made in the potato business. She will be greatly missed by
all.  She was an avid reader and always had one or more books lying around
that she was reading. 

 

In an annual Thanksgiving evening tradition, Dottie turned on the lights to
display the many Christmas decorations in her front yard which were a pride
and joy to her and which the community looked forward to every year. Visitors
came from far and wide to see the annual display. 

 

Dottie is survived by her son Raymond (Tonya) Carmean, Orangeville; a
daughter Deborah (Bob) Hess Marietta; and by stepchildren, George H.
(Candy) Metzler, Jr., Lancaster; Deborah S. Hoffman, Lancaster; and Pamela
(Ernie) Givler, Lititz.  She is also survived by a brother Willie B. McKinnon, and
sisters Joanne Brown, Betty Smith, Ruth Krantz, Ann Brown, all of Florida,
and Cathy Chandler of Georgia.  Grandchildren Nicole (Brian) Martin, Mount
Joy; John (Nicole) Hess, Park City MT; Chris (Tiffany) Hess, of Shaefferstown,
PA; Kelly Schaeffler of  Hamburg PA, and Colt Carmean of Orangeville, PA



and 13 Great Grandchildren.  In addition to her husband George, she was
predeceased by her stepdaughter Cynthia Haebler and stepson Jeffrey D
Fryberger. 

 

A Funeral Service honoring Dottie's life will be held at St. Mark's United
Methodist Church, 37 East Main Street, Mount Joy PA ( please use the
entrance in the rear of the church) on Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 11 AM. 
Interment to follow in the Mount Joy Cemetery.  A public viewing with be held
on Wednesday evening January 11th, 2017 at the Sheetz Funeral Home, Inc.,
16 East Main Street, Mount Joy, from 5 to 8 PM.  Please Note: There will be
no public viewing on Thursday morning, however Dottie's family will receive
friends from 10 to 11 AM at St. Marks.   In lieu of flowers, it is suggested that
contributions be made to the Rotary Club of Mount Joy, "Dorothy Metzler
Humanitarian Award," PO Box 553, Mount Joy PA 17552.
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Mckinnons in st augustine ,florida - March 10, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Dorothy F. "Dottie" Metzler

Barb O'Neal - January 12, 2017 at 12:00 AM

I didn't know Dottie as long as some of the other Mount Joy people
but my love for her was "years long." She became my friend the first
time I met her and I enjoyed all the fun times we had with Nancy,
Ferne, and Joanne. One day we'll see each other again and talk
over these old times!

Wise Foods, Berwick, PA - January 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Was a pleasure to talk and work with Dottie and George. Dottie's
work ethic and positive attitude and outlook thru her illness is a
profound lesson for all. God bless your soul and your family,
Dottie."they just don't make'm like that anymore..."In thought,
prayer, and Peace.. Rob W..

Barbara Bogacki - January 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

I will truly miss my dear friend. My deepest sympathy to her friends
and family.

Expression of Sympathy - January 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

A Dish Garden with Fresh Flowers was sent on January 11, 2017 
 With deepest Sympathy 

Keystone Quarter Horse association
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Laurie Jecha Beard - January 11, 2017 at 12:00 AM

I LOVE Dottie! Dottie, you will be missed. I will miss all of our
laughter and talks. I especially loved when we would laugh about
crazy situations and say "whatever!" You are such a giving and
sweet hearted woman. I have always looked up to you. You are
such a hard worker and you were always dedicated to doing things
the right way.My twin sister Valerie passed away in July and I know
you two are becoming fast friends in heaven sharing funny stories
and making each other laugh. God Bless you and your family during
this difficult time. I love you! Laurie Jecha Beard (the other Potato
Lady)

Gene Herr - January 10, 2017 at 12:00 AM

We (Herr's) bought a lot of potatoes from Dottie over the years, from
Maine to Florida. Always a pleasure to work with! The Metzler's
were well known in the industry. God bless the family, and God rest
her soul.

Jim and Lina Birch - January 10, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Our sympathies to the family and friends. She will be missed.

Debbie Ambrose - January 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

My heart and prayers go out to Deb and the rest of the family. I had
gotten to know Dottie while working for Gary in the summers. I will
truly miss our talks on the phones. Love to all.
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Pam Givler - January 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

You were loved, you taught me a lot over the years and helped me
be the person I am today. I always loved you Mom! You will be
missed.

Linda Gonya-Hartman - January 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Dorothy F. "Dottie" Metzler

Linda Gonya-Hartman - January 09, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Dottie was an inspiration to me. She was selfless, generous and so
kind. She touched many lives and will be greatly missed by our
Rotary family.


